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Egypt: Eight Months On, Musician Rami
Sidky Remains Imprisoned Without Charge
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Eight months ago, musician Rami Sidky was
detained at Cairo International Airport and
subsequently imprisoned at Tora Prison. On 4
February, his family and friends demanded his
release and a review of the charges against him
in a statement published on the Facebook page
of band Jimi & The Saint, of which Mr Sidky
is a member. Mr Sidky is being charged with
joining an “outlawed group” in Case No.480 of
2018 at the High Court of State Security.

Security personnel arrested Mr Sidky and six
others because of the song "Balaha," released
by singer Rami Essam in February 2018.
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https://www.facebook.com/JimiAndTheSaint/posts/1114392018730738

Among the accused are poet Galal El-Behairy,
who wrote the song, and actor and musician
Osama El Hady. Mr El Hady’s case was
cleared by the South Cairo Elementary Court
last September; the others remain held in pre-
trial detention.

The statement said that while Mr Sidky did
indeed play in a band with Rami Essam a
number of years ago, their musical relationship
came to an end in 2013.

The statement added, “Since his arrest, the
authorities have told him continuously and
informally that he will be released soon, since
there is no link between him and the song. And
yet, he remains imprisoned. He is being held
without clear charges, without direct access to
his lawyer and without undergoing a real
investigation. His detention is being extended
continuously, initially by 15 days and now by
45 days at a time, sometimes without even so
much as entering a courtroom. Rami thus faces
the possibility of indefinite detention in one of
Egypt’s most notorious prisons.”
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Iraq: Writer Alaa Mashzoub Assassinated in
Karbala

On 2 February 2019, unidentified gunmen shot
and killed Iraqi writer Alaa Mashzoub near his
home in the city of Karbala.
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Mr Mashzoub’s assassination is the first
instance of a writer and activist being
murdered under the office of Adil Abdul-
Mahdi, who took up duties as Prime Minister
of Iraq in October 2018. This was preceded by
a wave of assassinations of activists and female
models and attacks on beauty centres which
occurred towards the end of Haider al-Abadi’s
rule.

In the space of two months, plastic surgeon
Rafif al-Yasiri died. Rasha al-Hassan, a beauty
expert, died under “suspicious circumstances”
in Baghdad shortly afterwards. She was
followed by Suad al-Ali, a women’s rights
activist, who was shot in the head and chest,
killed on-camera and in broad daylight.

Alaa Mashzoub was born in 1968. He
graduated from the College of Fine Arts at the
University of Baghdad and went on to earn
both a master’s degree and a PhD. His twenty
publications included a number of novels, short
story collections and television and cinema
criticism.

The Ministry of Culture, Tourism and
Antiquities has offered its condolences, while
the Iraqi Writers Union released a statement
condemning the crime. In an article published
in Alquds, Waciny Laredj said, “The novelist
Alaa Mashzoub was not a nobody; he was an
active figure in society and an important
activist. His assassination therefore was not a
mistake or a coincidence; his creative and
social careers attest to his power...He opposed
religious fundamentalism in his articles. He
also wrote a lot about his rejection of the
American occupation of Iraq in the newspapers
Al-Sabah, Al-Zaman, Al Mada, Alsabah
Aljaded, Al-Ittihad, and others. In this sense, it
is an assassination of Iraqi and Arab activism
and energy. (...) A mere glance at the profiles
of other, similar victims confirms that the
killings were neither a secondary course of
action nor a coincidence, but have been
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https://www.alquds.co.uk/%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9/?fbclid=IwAR1oFyUA9qPb1lBK5PVfV87wQaokiC1IVz2nCG-R4TyioKUC4T-xEU_dFF8

conducted as part of a structured system with
immediate objectives, such as intimidation, and
strategic objectives; these assassinations have
been conducted with the aim of preserving the
Arab world’s static, underdeveloped, ignorant
status, which satisfies the local and
international political and economic
institutions which have made the Arab world a
region of corruption and theft."

Arab Theatre Institute Supports
Organisation and Funding of Theatre
Festivals in Seven Arab States

The Arab Theatre Institute published news on
its website this month, announcing that
officials representing a number of national
festivals in Arab countries have convened to
evaluate seven festivals which were organised
and supported by the institute in seven Arab
cities in 2018.

His Highness Sheikh Sultan bin Muhammad
Al-Qasimi, member of the Supreme Council
and Ruler of Sharjah, heads the Arab Theatre
Institute and approved the organisation of
inaugural national theatre festivals in seven
Arab countries, namely Morocco, Jordan,
Mauritania, Palestine, Sudan, Lebanon and
Yemen. In order to evaluate the success of
these events, the institute held a meeting for
festival officials in Sharjah on 4 and 5
February 2019.
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http://atitheatre.ae/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%A6%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=facebook

According to the institute, the participants
highlighted the importance of training and
qualification to support the technical aspects of
the festivals, linking festivals to the
development process. Participants also focused
on the importance of supporting the production
of theatrical works instead of awarding prizes
and called for the standardisation rules and
regulations in a way which would also respect
the idiosyncrasies of each festival. Other topics
of discussion included the graduality of
dependence on local capacities, the
involvement of official and private national
institutions in the project, the implementation
of HH the Ruler of Sharjah’s initiative, the
creation of centres for performing arts in
cooperation with official authorities, joint
regulations for the festival and the adoption of
said regulations, and the development of an
agenda for the dates of the next session in
2019.
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Cultural Policy Program News
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Culture Resource Launches Master's
Degree in Cultural Policy & Cultural
Management
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Culture Resource (Al-Mawred Al-Thaqafy)
and the University of Hassan II in Casablanca,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities (Ben M’sik),
are pleased to announce the launch of the
Master of Cultural Policy and Cultural
Management programme, starting from the
current academic year 2018-2019.

The programme was founded by Culture
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Resource in partnership with the University of
Hassan II in Morocco and the University of
Hildesheim in Germany, with the UNESCO
Chair for Cultural Policy for the Arts in
Development as a cooperating partner. The
two-year programme, which is the only course
of its kind in the Arab region, is taught in both
Arabic and English.

The Master’s programme currently has ten
students enrolled, hailing from the Kingdom of
Morocco, Egypt, Palestine, Yemen and Tunisia.
The students are also being supported by
Culture Resource through partial scholarships.
Over the course of the two-year programme,
more than thirty professors and lecturers from
across the Arab world (particularly Morocco),
Europe (specifically Germany and Serbia),
Canada and other countries will lead the
programme’s diverse set of courses.

To read more, please click here.
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Yemen: Resurrection of the Institute of Fine
Arts Brings Hope to Yemen
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Tarek Abd El-Galil
Al-Fanar Media
February 2019

The southern port city of Aden has been rocked
by the nearly four-year civil war. But hopes
have been kindled by the reopening of the
Institute of Fine Arts; specifically, that the
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http://www.arabcp.org/page/1111
http://www.arabcp.org/page/1118

restorative power of art will help heal divisions
in a country weighed down by suffering and
strife.

In early 2015, the Jameel Ghanem Institute of
Fine Arts was forced to close, as militias were
battling to control the city and the government
ensued with a cut in funding.

Now, with relative peace returning to Aden —
relative to the destruction which has befallen
other parts of the country in what the UN has
described as “the world’s worst humanitarian
crisis” — the institute is a new source of
inspiration, a revival of the dreams of dozens
of children and youths studying music, theatre,
painting, art and dance.

Fouad Mugpbil, Director of the Institute, said,
“Aden’s youths are looking for art and life.”

Mr Mugpbil thinks that the Institute has healing
value, spreading forgiveness and encouraging

young people to work together to rebuild their
society and country.

Asrar Abdo, a teacher at the Institute, concurs.
She makes her way to the institute from Al-
Mualla neighbourhood in Aden every day with
enthusiasm and looks forward to teaching oil
painting.

She said, “The Institute’s reopening is a chance
to instil a love of art in a new generation,”
adding that students want to study art and that
their parents recognise its importance.

To read more, please click here.
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https://www.rescue.org/article/why-yemen-worlds-worst-humanitarian-crisis
http://www.arabcp.org/page/1112
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2018 Freedom House Report Published

American organisation Freedom House has
published its annual report on freedoms around
the globe for 2018. It found that freedom was
in decline, both in countries with established
democracies such as the United States and
countries that are essentially authoritarian, such
as China and Russia.

On the Arab front, Tunisia has taken the lead in
terms of freedoms with some decline compared
with previous years. The report says that the
consolidation of democracy continues in
Tunisia; however, its index score has decreased
in comparison with previous years, as the
freedoms of assembly and association are now
under threat by amendments of some laws. In
addition to this, the Tunisian authorities have
not created a Constitutional Court, thereby
negatively impacting judicial independence.
Despite this, Tunisia remains a pioneer in
freedom among Arab states.

Libya, Sudan, Somalia, Saudi Arabia and Syria
were among the lowest countries on the list of
international freedoms.

The report cited Egypt's repressive practices
since the re-election of President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi with 97% of the vote after authorities
arbitrarily arrested most of his rivals. The
report said that Mr el-Sisi had caused a decline
in freedoms in his country, arrested activists
and bloggers and blocked websites.

To read the report in English, click here.
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https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/Feb2019_FH_FITW_2019_Report_ForWeb-compressed.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/Feb2019_FH_FITW_2019_Report_ForWeb-compressed.pdf

Lebanon: Report Examines Decline of
Freedom in Lebanon
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On 21% January 2019, Maharat News
published a report in Arabic detailing thirty-six
violations against freedom of expression which
took place in Lebanon in 2018. The report
describes four types of violations: summons
from the Anti-Cybercrime Bureau, judgments
issued by courts (penal, military and press
offenses), violations committed by authorities
and arrests of activists.

According to Maharat, which published the
report on its website, this figure represents a
regression of freedoms in Lebanon compared
with previous years — a transition which is also
reflected in Lebanon's decline in Reporters
Without Borders’ World Press Freedom Index.

Many groups stand accused of violating
freedom of expression, notably including the
Lebanese Army’s intelligence division,
General Security and the Anti-Cybercrime
Bureau. The latter was responsible for the
highest number of interrogations of activists
and journalists, totalling nine; Lebanese Army
Intelligence arrested six activists, while
General Security arrested German journalist
Philip Pro and activist and journalist
Mohammad Awwad.

To read the report in Arabic, please click here.
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http://www.maharat-news.com/News/%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/137967/36-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-2018-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86
http://www.maharat-news.com/Temp/Attachments/e62f78f5-3560-4563-9585-bfd5ced1e506.pdf
http://www.maharat-news.com/Temp/Attachments/e62f78f5-3560-4563-9585-bfd5ced1e506.pdf

° TR

[ ] /
% t

European Cultural «.~I-..|(-Iz!ml 'gu.a emze ol

Foundation Cuture Resource Ettgahat

*dslail esbwlul® (gslail ajgall polip jUal ¢rasd duyell dakniall o aslaill eolwbl 3g0 (s 05
The ARCP website was launched as part of the "Cultural Policy” prog! led by the organisation Culture Resource (Al Mawred Al Thaqafy)




