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Lebanon: Petition requests the removal of
curfew for Syrian refugees during the
Baalbek International Festival, 2016

A group of artists and activists in Lebanon
and abroad have requested signatures for
their petition, entitled “Against Refugee
Curfews During Baalbek International
Festival”.

The petition comes in response to Baalbek
Governor Bashir Khodor's decision to
implement a curfew for Syrian refugees
from 18:00 until 06:00 every night during
the festival. The decision was announced by
the National News Agency on July 11,
2011.

The petition, which has been shared widely
through social media, states that its
signatories believe that: “This is a form of
collective punishment and a racist.. To read
more, please click here.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRQ98fXfQKouqScImHj70b_SeKhbUdkSd7QdwLyf3pOVJ3wA/viewform
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Palestine: Occupation forces Try to Bar
Eskenderella from Palestine International
Festival
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Managers of the 2016 Palestine
International Festival have had to cancel
Eskenderella's appearance at the festival
due to the Israeli Occupation's refusal to
allow to key members entry into Palestine.
Festival management announced the
cancellation through a Facebook post,
adding: “This move by the Occupation
highlights how important it is to secure our
freedom of movement, the theme of this
year's festival.”

Eskenderella was going to perform at two
shows, led by oud player Hazim Shahin. The
first was to take place at Ramallah Cultural
Palace, in Ramallah, on 1 August; the
second was to take place 4 August at Jenin
Secondary Girls' School.

Eskenderella is an Egyptian band seeking to
revive the musical styles of Sheikh Imam
and Sayed Darwish. It also incorporates
poetry into music, such as the work of Salah
Jahin, Fouad Hadad, Amin Hadad, Najib
Shihad al-Deen, Tamim al-Barghouti, and
others.
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https://www.facebook.com/PalestineInternationalFestival/photos/a.139320979598140.1073741826.139316402931931/506727229524178/?type=3&theater
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Libya: The first governmental Amazigh
language website launches in Libya
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For the first time in Libyan history, a
governmental website was launched in
both Arabic and Amazigh by the
Municipality of Zuwarah. The launch was
undertaken in collaboration with the
Amazigh Center for Studies and Research.
Most government-affiliated websites also
provided links to the site.

The website is compromised primarily of
two sections (one Arabic, the other
Amazigh), and includes news and special
events in Zuwarah, as well as information
about Amazighi heritage in Libya. The
website also provides several services for
civilians with regard to local interests, such
as management ofthe Civil and Land
Registries.

Amazighi Libyans make up15% of the
population. They have pursued the
demarcation of the Amazighi language
within the Constitution without
Parliament's support; the issue is expected
to go to a referendum.

To visit the website, click here.
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http://zuwarah.gov.ly/ti/
http://zuwarah.gov.ly/ti/
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Iraq: Mesopotamian Marshes in Iraq
placed on UNESCO's World Heritage List
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UNESCO has announced that the
marshlands of Mesopotamia in southern
Irag have been recognized as a world
heritage site. The decision came as the
result of a vote at the 40" World Heritage
Committee, which took place in Istanbul
between July 10"and 20™, 2016.

World Heritage Committee members,
representing only 21 countries, retain the
right to vote for exclusion and inclusion on
the list, as per standards adopted in 1972.
These members are: Angola, Azerbaijan,
Burkina Faso, Croatia, Cuba, Finland,
Indonesia, Jamaica, Kazakhstan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Peru, the Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Tunisia,
Turkey, the United Republic of Tanzania,
Vietnam, and Zimbabwe.

The marshlands are made up of several
bodies of water divided into seven areas:
three heritage sites, and four areas of
wetland. Wide areas of these lands dried up
during the reign of Saddam.. To read more,
please click here.
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http://www.arabcp.org/page/586
http://www.arabcp.org/page/600
http://www.arabcp.org/page/600
http://www.arabcp.org/page/600

Egypt: Discussions to dismiss Minister of
Culture to begin in August
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Egypt's Administrative Court has set August
2" 2016 as the commencement date of the
lawsuit initiated by the Writers' Union of
Egypt, which seeks to see Minister of
Culture Helmy Namnam dismissed from his
position. The lawsuit comes as a response
to the minister's removal of the union's
head from his position, a decision the union
views as illegal, as it encroaches on the
union's executive authority and sets a
dangerous precedent for trade unions in

Egypt.

The court had previously overturned the
minister's decision on June 12, 2016,
viewing it as unconstitutional.

In its ruling, the court posited that
ideological partisanship.. To read more,
please click here.
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http://www.arabcp.org/page/587
http://www.arabcp.org/page/573
http://www.arabcp.org/page/573

IETM Satellite Meeting — Beirut 5-9
October 2016
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In its first visit since 2012, IETM returns to
Beirut between 6 and 9 October 2016 to
reconnect with its thriving cultural scene.
With its main focus on freedom of
expression, IETM’s Satellite programme will
tackle such crucial topics as mobility,
cultural policies, funding, gender equality in
the cultural sector, decentralisation of
culture, and more.

The programme will include multifaceted
discussions, roundtables, encounters, visits,
and performances.

For more information on the programme,
please click here.

To register for the meeting, please click
here.

Registration deadline: 1 September 2016.
The programme is backed by an
international campaign for freedom of
expression which IETM has launched with
the aim of endorsing ongoing reforms of
censorship laws in Lebanon and similar
campaigns in the South Mediterranean
region.
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https://www.ietm.org/en/satellite-beirut-2016/programme
https://www.ietm.org/en/satellite-beirut-2016-freedom-of-expression/register
https://www.ietm.org/en/satellite-beirut-2016-freedom-of-expression/register
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https://www.ietm.org/en/satellite-beirut-2016-freedom-of-expression/register

News from Cultural Policy Program
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Algeria: Four Workshops on Managing
Cultural Protests led by Cultural Policies
Group in Algeria are under preparation in
southern Algeria
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Groupe de Travail sur la Politique Culturelle en Algérie
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Work Group on Cultural Policy in Algeria

Preparations are underway for four
workshops for managing cultural protests,
organized by GTPCA, a cultural policies
group in Algeria, undertaken in
collaboration with Al Mawred Al Thagafy.
An initial workshop debuted in May in
Tamanrasset, in southern Algeria, overseen
by the Director for theVisa for Music
Festival, Ibrahim al-Muzannad. The group's
20 participants were all from the south of
Algeria, which, according to GTPCA member
Aziz Hamdi, is culturally bereft.
Commenting on future workshops, he said:
“An additional four workshops are currently
being planned in southern Algeria. They
should take place between September 2016
and January 2017. We're hoping for 22
participants in every workshop, all of whom
will already be working on cultural projects
and who fit certain prerequisites.” Hamdi
added that Ghardaia had been chosen as
the location of the next workshop.

Poet Habiba Al Alawi spoke to the Cultural
Policy in the Arab Region group about the
geographical concerns which played into
their choice of location for the workshop,
saying: “GTPCA focused on the South in
order to break.. To read more, please click
here.
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Reports and Research
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The Local Otherness: Theatre Houses in the
United Arab Emirates
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By Ziad Adwan

Arab Stages, Volume 2, Number 2 (Spring
2016)

This article examines the function of
theatre houses in the United Arab Emirates.
The article attempts to give answers to
several theatrical controversies in UAE;
such as why theatre, as an institution, has
not developed in the same way other
sectors has developed in the emirates? And
what does theatre mean to the sheiks and
the ruling classes? It is argued that theatre,
as an activity and a building, is one of the
rare venues that function to preserve the
local identity.

Writings on theatre in UAE normally adopt
historical and chorological approaches. The
article adopts a geographical approach in
order to relate theatre houses to the cities
they are built in, and to relate theatre
movements in the UAE to its bordering
countries in the Arab Peninsula and to the
ideologies in the Arabic speaking countries.

It is concluded that theatre in UAE is firmly
associated with tradition, folklore and
heritage. This association seeks to
harmonise theatre with local culture and to
correspond to Arabic ideologies that aim to
authenticate theatre in the Arab culture.
To read the full article in English, please
click here.
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http://arabstages.org/2016/04/the-local-otherness-theatre-houses-in-the-united-arab-emirates/
http://arabstages.org/2016/04/the-local-otherness-theatre-houses-in-the-united-arab-emirates/

Eurostat releases Culture Statistics for
2016
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The European Commission's Eurostat
published the third edition of its publication
"Cultural Statistics" on July 6™, 2016. It
focuses on the economic dimension of
culture and participation in culture.

The publication builds on the data retrieved
at the end of 2015 and presents a selection
of indicators on culture:

Cultural employment - It was found that
overall employment in cultural jobs - among
them writers, dancers, librarians -
increased, while the weight of cultural
employment within the overall employment
stagnated or decreased in several cases.
More men (53%) than women held cultural
jobs.

Cultural enterprises - The turnover of the
cultural sector lies at 300 million Euro.

International trade in cultural goods -
Cultural goods were defined as products of
artistic creativity that convey artistic,
symbolic and aesthetic values; examples
are antiques, works of art, books, musical
instruments, newspapers, photos, films,
and music (on CDor DVD). Between 2008
and 2014,such cultural trade went from a
deficit to a surplus.

Cultural participation - The involvement of
people in cultural activities includes visits to
cultural sites such as museums. Educational
background was a significant factor for the
involvement of adults in different cultural
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_cultural_employment
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_cultural_enterprises
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_international_trade_in_cultural_goods
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_cultural_participation
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_cultural_employment
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_cultural_enterprises
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_international_trade_in_cultural_goods
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_cultural_participation

activities, ranging from visits to cultural
sites to reading books and going to the
cinema. Visitors with a higher educational
attainment made up the largest share of
visits to cultural sites, with 57% of total
visits. Countries with large differences
between the different levels of education
also displayed the highest rates of people
not having visited any cultural sites at all.
Data from 17 EU Member states was
available. In 8 countries, the number of
visits to cultural sites decreased since 2011
(and 2007).

Use of information and communication
technology for cultural purposes - Here the
number of households with internet access
is connected with internet users and their
reading of online news articles, playing or
downloading games, images, films, music
and creating websites, blogs or consulting
wikis.

Private cultural expenditure - A total of
3.6% of private household expenditure in
the EU countries which were surveyed was
spent on cultural goods and services. An
average of 1.2% of household expenditure
for cultural services and goods were spent
on museums, libraries, and zoological
gardens.In Belgium, however, thesame
value was 3.6%.

In addition, the publication presents some
contextual data on students in cultural
fields of study — learning languages, for
example — and data on the mobility of
international tertiary students. Some
information about the EU and international
initiatives concerning cultural heritage, like
the UNESCO World Heritage List or the
European Heritage Label, is also available.

The complete publication is available for
download here.
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_use_of_ICT_for_cultural_purposes
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_use_of_ICT_for_cultural_purposes
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-statistical-books/-/KS-04-15-737
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-statistical-books/-/KS-04-15-737

Cultural Institutions

Ma3mal 612 Think fACTORy/ Jordan
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Ma3mal 612, founded in 2008,

focuses on the idea of Identity and Art.
Amongst its many projects, Ma3mal 612
has started the Karama Human Rights Film
Festival, which it deems to be its largest and
most important project.

The idea behind Ma3MAL Think fACTORy
612 was conceived as a means of working
independently and freely for creative
projects of our choice.

To find out more, please click here.
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The Syrian Center for Policy Research/
Syria
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The Syrian Center for Policy Research
(SCPR) is an independent, non-
governmental, and non-profit think tank.
The organization undertakes public policy
oriented research in order to bridge the gap
between research and the policy making
process. The SCPR aims to develop a
participatory and evidence-based policy
dialogue to achieve policy alternatives that
promote sustainable, inclusive, and human-
centered development. To know more,
please click here.
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https://www.facebook.com/Ma3mal612/
https://www.facebook.com/Ma3mal612/
https://www.facebook.com/Ma3mal612/
http://scpr-syria.org/
http://scpr-syria.org/?lang=ar
http://scpr-syria.org/?lang=ar
http://scpr-syria.org/?lang=ar
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Culture...Five Years of Waiting ) -
ouay)

By: Murad al-Qadiri/ Poet and Cultural
Activist

It has been five years since, in July 2011,
Morocco adopted its new constitution,
Article V of which saw the creation of the
National Council for Languages and
Moroccan Culture and the adoption of
Amazigh as an official language.

We have felt optimistic ever since; the new
constitution has opened up unprecedented
features that can be adopted in forming
new cultural policy which integrates civil,
governmental, and elected sectors.
Individual and institutional cultural actors
have been trying to implement this
constitutional power ever since by drafting
organisational laws that will determine the
reference points, structure, and
administrative and financial procedures of
future practice.

It has been speculated that the 2013
legislative plan had issued this law in its
agenda.

It has also been speculated that the law
should have been adopted in 2014. In
November of that year, the Justice and
Development Party General Secretary,
Abdelillah Benkirane, informed Parliament
that the law would be adopted “soon.”
These promises were all broken. In late
2015, a special national committee
prepared a draft organisational law for
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Bibliothéque Nationale du Royaume du
Maroc , overseen by Driss Khrouz, the
library's director. The first meeting of the
committee was held on 11 November of
that year.

This committee would be an inclusive one,
made up of cultural activists and legal
experts from various segments of society.
However, some parties — especially from
Amazighi circles — refused to participate.
These groups found the committee's
structure to be overly divorced from the
Amazighi movement's role, activities, and
cultural, legal, scientific, and artistic
experience. The groups accused the
committee of neglecting their prerequisites
— primarily Amazighi independence — and
suggested that the committee suffered
from a lack of clarity and cooperation in its
instigation of multilingualism and cultural
diversity. It viewed these circumstances as a
threat to the Amazighi, their legally
recognised language, their law, their
administrative procedures and media, and
many other important aspects of daily life.
The committee was established with the
express purpose of accomplishing three
important tasks: first, consulting and
organising hearings with various cultural
and artistic bodies and institutions related
to cultural and linguistic affairs; second,
preparing a report reflective of the various
stages of dialogue and debate about the
aforementioned law; third, drafting the
regulatory law.

We are now in 2016, weeks away from the
end of the 2011/2016 legislative mandate,
and the situation is still shrouded in
mystery. The formation of a National
Council for Languages and Moroccan
Culture and constitutionalizing the Amazighi
language appears to have been delayed by
power of veto, although little is known
about the situation. During a question and
answer session on 14 June, several
representatives from the opposition said
that they considered the delay to be.. To
read more, please click here.
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http://www.arabcp.org/page/599
http://www.arabcp.org/page/594
http://www.arabcp.org/page/594
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The ARCP website was launched as part of the "Cultural Policy" programme led by the organisation Cultural Resource




