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Sudan: Ministry of Culture Signs Contract to
for SDG 220 Million

Build National Library
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The Sudanese Ministry of Culture, Youth, and
Sport, represented by Minister of State in the
Ministry of Culture Hon. Sayyed Haroon, signed a
contract to build the National Library of Sudan on
January 8" 2017 in the capital, Khartoum.

The library will include exhibition rooms, a
children’s library, a digital library, and a room for
children with learning disabilities. According to
Haroon, the library is both “nationally befitting” and
intellectual and

“strategic”, and aims to fuel
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educational movements in Sudan and elevate the
role of libraries in society. He added that the
project was 11,000 m?in size, costing SDG 220
million (equaling $34 million).

The project commenced in 2003 before facing

numerous.. To read more, please click here.
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Tunisia: Ministry of Culture Dismisses

Carthage Film Festival Director, Confirms

Festival is Yearly
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After dismissing the director of the Carthage Film
Festival due to his severe criticism of festival
regulations, Tunisian Minister of Culture Mohamed
Zine El Abidine stated that Tunisian art festivals
would be “restructured” due to their high number.
This, according to the ministry, necessitates the
creation of a managerial body able to secure the
continuity of these festivals, find ways of financially
supporting that continuity, and envision
appropriate administrative and artistic futures for

them.

In December 2016, the Ministry of Culture stated
its intention to make the Carthage Film Festival

and Carthage Theatre Festivals biennial. A
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response from Tunisian artists and intellectuals
prompted a reversal, with the ministry stating that

the decision would affect neither festival.

Morocco: Calls to Remove Passage

Disparaging of Philosophy from Islamic

Studies Textbook
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The Association Marocaine des Enseignants de la

Philosophie  (the Moroccan Assocation for
Teachers of Philosophy) has requested that the
Ministry of Education removes a passage
disparaging philosophy from an Islamic Studies
textbook. The text, proven controversial enough to
instigate widespread discussion within the ministry,
who dismisses

quotes an Islamic scholar

philosophy as “a subject of confusion and
misguidance that is motivated by perversion and
blasphemy,” adding that it is the “essence of
degeneration” and “contrary to Islam.”

The association requested that the offending
textbook be removed from official curricula to
preserve the atmosphere of knowledge which
In a

educational institutes strive to create.
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published statement, it added that.. To read more,

please click here.

Palestine: The Palestinian Museum Publishes
its Programme for 2017 and 2018
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The Palestinian Museum has published its 2017
and 2018 programme, which includes five major
exhibitions, an online platform, a digital archive,
several educational programs, research projects,

and conferences.

Marrakech Biennial 2016 Artistic Director Reem
Fadda will inaugurate the proceedings with a
critical reading of Jerusalem’s depiction as a

“global city” over the past 50 years of occupation.
To view details of the programme, click here.
The Palestinian Museum opened officially in May

2016. The project, located north.. To read more,

please click here.
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Emirates: International Conference on

Improving Publishing Technology in the Arab

World will take place in Dubai
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The Dubai International Publishing Conference will
take place on March 5™ and 6™ 2017. The event
will bring a mix of Arab and non—Arab attendees
research

together to new opportunities for

international publishing house networking and
improving publishing technologies in the Arab

world.

Organised by the Emirates Literature Foundation
in association with the Executive Council of Dubai,
the conference will address issues including
international publishing rights, new markets, and

publishing for the visually impaired.

Among the attendees are representatives from the
International Publishers Association, Hachette UK,
and Dubai’s own Sail Publishing, which
specialises in digital publications.

The conference will include speakers’ sessions,
workshops on key publishing skills, and an event
for highlighting a select number of outstanding
Arabic and English titles.

For more information, click here.
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Reports and Research
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Cultural Policy in Tunisia: An Exploratory

Survey
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The Tunisian cultural policies survey summary lists
the changes and updates taking place in Tunisian
cultural policy from early 2015 through late 2016,
and how these connect to changes in Tunisian
society and politics. The most prominent
developments include the government roping the
cultural sector into counter—terrorism programs,
the cultural sector’s shift away from government
work, civic cultural initiatives, and developments in
media. The summary also showcases the most
prominent questions related faced by cultural
policy in Tunisia—and the difficulties faced by the
sector as a whole.

Exploratory surveys are a tool used to predict the
laws, legislation, and mechanisms which control
cultural activity in Tunisia; the survey was
undertaken with the Compendium Model, used to
study cultural policies worldwide.

Researchers Wafa Bilgasem and Hadia
Bilmagdam prepared the survey in Tunisia in

2009. Researcher Bilal Aboudi updated the survey

o Al bl LIS mdl liand Gadle aay,
sl RN o Ul o ) cliaailly il s
dle Ales (g 2015 ple Ay M saied) 558 3 Taass
omsbanlly e lain¥ 1 cpanlally ) 038 Lls )l ae 2016
G AR ¢l dagSal) ) s skl sda 0 daly
zoAl sl 8D AS)al) aagy (b)) AdlSe maliy
D Fnal) bl Ds e ¢ gasSall Janll Jlal g S
Liad Gadldl (apeions - oadle ) g Uadlls dalal) ool
G Slsanlly pug b AR Clubudl Al AL

LSS ) ¢ Uadl Lggalsy

) by e il il sall a3l sa ALY sl
@8 bl Sl @ My (a8 A Glujlaal) KSas
callal) 8 Al clubed) bl adinall (o010 <) &3 gad

ALY mosal slaely asialls Lol anldly By liall) Culs
ooadsalels gasaal) Pl Gaaldl B 52009 sle s 4
o e 55 201552013 ale b ailaslee duiady masdll

LSl et bl S Lad

i Jarall s Aaall ZRlL SIS Gadll e ¢ U

6|Page



http://www.arabcp.org/page/713

in 2013 and 2015, and prepared the present
summary.

To view the summary in Arabic, please click here.

Cultural Institutions

Wekalet Behna / Egypt

WEKALET BEHNA

Wekalet Behna is a new art space in Alexandria,
set up to support and develop the reality of the
visual arts, visual media, and the film industry
today. It also supports the community of artists
working in these domains and assists in the
development and production of their art by
providing the necessary environment conducive to
integrating a vast public into the creative process.
By doing so, Wekalet Behna will provide high
quality artistic visual products for public
participants.

The Wekalet Behna space is a project led in
partnership by the Gudran Association for Art and
Development and Selections Behna Film
Company.

For more details, please click here.
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Special Article
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Rethinking Cultural Policies in Lebanon

Zaitunay Bay, By Nadia von Maltzahn

Nadia von Maltzahn, Research Associate at the
Orient-Institut Beirut and member of the Working
Group on Cultural Policies in Lebanon

The perception that Lebanon is void of cultural
policy is widespread. People’s first thought goes to
the Ministry of Culture and its perceived lack of
action in the field of culture. However, cultural
policies do not only pertain to the work of
ministries of culture, but rather are determined by
a variety of actors and actions.

In a new article, entitled “What Cultural Policies?”,
| apply the concept of explicit and implicit cultural
policy to the case of Lebanon. By doing so, | extend
the terms so that “explicit” cultural policies
includes not only those designated as such by the
state, but also those created by civil society and
other non-state actors. Similarly, | demonstrate
that “implicit” cultural policy includes not only
political strategies, but also encompasses practices
that ultimately determine cultural policies. By
looking at different ways to talk about cultural
policies in Lebanon, | aim to show some of the
power struggles between multiple actors involved
in culture. Cultural frameworks are negotiated by a
multitude of actors on the basis of both explicit and
implicit policies, but also unwritten laws and
practices.
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In the study, three short case studies highlight
different aspects of what determines cultural
policies in practice. The first gives the example of
the Lebanese National Library under the
supervision of the Ministry of Culture. The second
focuses on two projects connected to Beirut
Municipality.. To read more, please click here.
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The ARCP website was launched as part of the "Cultural Policy” programme led by the organisation Culture Resource (Al Mawred Al Thagafy)
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