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Libya: Young Writers and Academics Attacked;

Counter—Protest Launched
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A number of Libyan academics and writers were
attacked in September 2017, with aggression even
spilling onto social media and media platforms. This
occurred a few days after the release of a collaborative
book entitled The Sun’s Address on Closed Windows,
which contained the writers’ poetry, short stories, and
novels.

The smear campaign, which reached the point where the
authors were being “disowned,” came in response to
passages published in the book. Among these was an
excerpt from the novel Kashan, published in Libya in
2012.

Artists, intellectuals, and activists launched a counter—
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protest in the form of a solidarity campaign with the
artists and writers who were targeted, calling on all those
involved to join and sign a statement to be shared by
news sites and social media, which read: “Everyone has
a right to their opinion on the text; discourse is a healthy
thing. But this matter has gone beyond intellectual
criticism and has now become a threat to these writers
and those who have stood by them. They have been
threatened with arrest and ‘intellectual terrorism.’ Libyan
writers are either completely ignored or praised by
official institutions. Some have issued statements

condemning.. To read more, please click here.
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Egypt: The Government Describes its Vision for
Culture as Part of a Sustainable Development

Strategy
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EGYPT VISION

In September 2017, the Egyptian government promoted
a strategy of sustainable development, including for its
cultural sector, as part of Egypt 2030. The digitally—
published strategic plan stated that a system of positive
cultural values for Egyptian culture would celebrate
diversity and difference, enabling Egyptians to educate
themselves, access opportunities for interaction with the
wider world, discover more about their nation's history
and preserve their cultural heritage, and achieve greater
freedom of choice.

According to the text of the strategic plan, some of the
most important cultural programmes.. To read more,

please click here.
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Palestine: UN Criticises New “Electronic Crime”
Act, Allows Palestinian Government Time to

Respond

All eyes will be on the Palestinian government in
October 2017. Two months ago, David Kaye, United
Nations special envoy on the Promotion and Protection
of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression,
gave the government 60 days to respond to his
statement, and in October, the 60—-day window will
close. Kaye’s statement was published on the website of
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) on 16" August 2017 and
addressed the Palestinian government with specific
regard to the “electronic crime” law laid out on 9" July
2017.

Kaye called on the Palestinian government to take all

necessary steps.. To read more, please click here.
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Lebanon: Save Cinema Stars Crowdfunding

Campaign Launches
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Tiro Association for Arts and Istanbouli Theatre
group are collaborating to “renovate and reopen
Cinema Stars, an old and iconic theatre in
Nabatieh.” The campaign (ending mid—October)
hopes to rescue the space, which is under threat of
closure and up for sale after it was renovated into a
cultural space in 2016. To view the campaign and

support it, please click here.
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Tunisia: Union of Artists, Creatives, and

Technicians Founded
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In late August 2017, Tunisia ratified and updated a
statute by the Ministere des Affaires Culturelles
(Ministry of Cultural Affairs) and formed a
“cooperation between artists, technicians, and
creatives in the cultural sector,” with work
scheduled to begin in September. This
development is important because it focuses on
securing the social rights of artists and technicians
in the cultural sector without social security, thereby
allowing its participants and their families to access
healthcare, including costs incurred in association
with births and deaths. They also provide social
benefits and assistance in case of chronic illnesses
or severe injuries. The cooperative also organises
and implements recreational and cultural activities

for its members and family members.
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https://igg.me/at/save-cinema-stars

Sudan: Khartoum Hosts meeting of the

Consultative Council of ISESCO

\\\\

The 5™ meeting of the Consultative Council in charge of
Implementing the Cultural Strategy for the Islamic World
was held in Khartoum on 18" and 19" September 2017
by the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (ISESCO). The meeting was scheduled to
coincide with celebrations of Sinnar as the Arab Region's
Islamic Culture Capital for 2017, taking place in

November.

The meeting included following—up on strategy
implementation between the ninth and tenth conferences,
specialised studies and research on draft guidelines
regarding culture and cities, a draft study on cultural
indicators for development, the adoption of the Islamic
Declaration on Safeguarding Cultural Heritage in Islamic
World, and the adoption of the draft of the 10™ Islamic

Conference of Ministers of Culture.
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Association for Freedom of Thought and
Expression (AFTE) in Egypt Releases Amateur

Filmmakers’ Guide
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AFTE released a guide for amateur filmmakers of
Egypt, in Arabic, on 20" September 2017.

The 12-page illustrated guide is directed at
amateur filmmakers and is the first in a series that
will include cinematic, theatrical, musical, and
written creative work.

These guides, according to the publication
statement, are part of AFTE’s efforts to help
independent artists and creators circumvent the
state authorities’ increased use of laws and
monitoring to restrict creativity. Since 2013, the
restriction and monitoring of artists and the public
have increased dramatically as a result of these
laws.

The first guide, prepared by researcher Hossam
Fazoula, illuminates filmmaking by discussing the
bodies concerned with cinematic work, procedures
for obtaining film permits, screening permits, the
government agencies concerned with flmmaking

and their powers, the most important laws and
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mechanisms related to filmmaking and cinema, and
examples of institutions and initiatives supporting
independent filmmakers.

To view the guide and download it in Arabic, click
here.
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Culture Funding Watch

/ Culture

Culture Funding Watch, aims to provide a central
hub serving as a platform for information and
research in the field of financing cultural sector in
the MENA region and increasingly in the African
continent.

Through data collection, analysis, and training, it
connects artists, policy makers, cultural managers
and philanthropist to the resources they need to
effectively foster cultural sector development at
national, regional and international levels.

To read more about Culture Funding Watch, its

aims, and contact information, please click here.
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https://afteegypt.org/wp-content/uploads/cinema-guide1.pdf
https://afteegypt.org/wp-content/uploads/cinema-guide1.pdf
https://afteegypt.org/wp-content/uploads/cinema-guide1.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Culture-Funding-Watch-134328330011722/
https://www.facebook.com/Culture-Funding-Watch-134328330011722/

Kaleemat Foundation: Cultural Arts and Publishing
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Kaleemat foundation Culture arts and publishing

The Kaleemat Foundation strives to strengthen the
status of Syrian culture in Turkish life and the Middle
East. Fittingly, the foundation is based in Istanbul, a
cultural and creative destination attracting contemporary
and contemporary art lovers from around the world. The
foundation has used its archives of Syrian, Arab, and
Middle Eastern culture to form a creative memory of
Syria, documenting the history of Syrian and Arab fine
arts that stretches from the 1960s to the modern day in
hopes of keeping Syrian memory and culture alive.

To find out more about the foundation, including contact

details, please click here.
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The Doueiri Case Between the Memory of Civil

War and the Limits of Cultural Normalisation
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In 2012, the Lebanese director Ziad Doueiri sent a letter
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https://www.facebook.com/kaleemat.art/
https://www.facebook.com/kaleemat.art/

to Lebanese authorities in which he stated his intention
to enter Israel to film 7he Affack — a film he says will
defend the Palestinian cause. The Lebanese
government did not reply to Doueiri, thereby following its

usual habit of prevention by refusal to accept.

The Attack was supposed to screen in Lebanon and
other Arabic countries. Lebanon decided to not nominate
the film for an Oscar, and the film was not shown in the
Arab world; a Qatar film festival pulled the film from its
schedule, despite the Doha Film Institute’s financing of
the film, and the Arab League formally requested that its

22 members boycott it.

Five years passed before Doueiri was arrested in Rafic
Hariri International Airport, Beirut, as he returned from
the Venice International Film Festival , where his film
The Insulf had won an award. He was detained because
of The Afftack — because he entered Israeli lands
without the permission of the Lebanese authorities. After
his confiscated passport was eventually returned, he was
allowed entry. Doueiri expressed his amazement at the
events to the media. The reception of critics and the
public was split; there were those who see his detention

as an attack on his freedom of expression, and those

who have called for everything from boycotts to treason.

In a move some spectators have viewed as official, the
Lebanese Minister of Culture called Doueiri a great
director whose achievements must be respected. On the
other hand, the newspaper A/ Akhbar attacked Doueiri,
accusing him of committing a “moral, political, and social
crime that has gone unpunished by the state”; it said
that Doueiri being able to screen his film without
punishment is “Lebanon officially recognising the act of
having relations with Israel,” adding that “[The
government] cannot scrub Doueiri’s record and erase
evidence of his crime so that he can receive a hero’s

welcome!”
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Article 285 of the Lebanese Criminal Code states that..

To read more, please click here.
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The ARCP website was launched as part of the "Cultural Policy” prog led by the organisation Culture Resource (Al Mawred Al Thagafy)
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