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Cultural Policy News ALY clabad) LA
Egypt: Production Team of Suleiman Khater U Gl iy JhA Gladu dagus G us 1 pae
Arrested; Complaints Lodged Against Poet plas () Aaally Graal) Sl e Lad)
Galal el Behairy and Singer Ramy Essam

On 3" March 2018, the Egyptian Military b s 2018 Gajle /1 3 s (9xSual) alall el
Prosecutor detained the production team of the peelgl (B lagaill dad e bigy 15 "Lhla lalu’ dusjuss
play Suleiman Khater for allegedly insulting cGrpadl Gl Blaly
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The arrests occurred after attorney Samir Sabry
reported to both the Attorney General and Military
Prosecutor that, in performing Suleiman Khater at
a Cairo sports club, director Ahmed Al-Garhy and
playwright Walid Atef had insulted the Egyptian
army and its role in protecting the state and that
the two should be criminally prosecuted.

Theatre artists have appealed to Egyptian
authorities in a joint statement calling for the
immediate release of the detainees. The
signatories argue that the intention of the play had
been to honour “brave Egyptian army soldiers,”
and reflected the makers' appreciation of how the
Egyptian armed forces protect the country’s
borders.

The statement posited that the creators' only real
mistake had been to use military uniforms without
permission, adding that Egyptian authorities could
have resolved the issue by informing the theatre
troupe of its error instead of subjecting them to an
indictment and bringing their patriotism and loyalty
into question — a quality, the statement stressed,
which was never in doubt.

Suleiman Khater was performed at.. To read

more, please click here.
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Palestine: For a Museum in Palestine — from

Paris to Jerusalem
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http://www.arabcp.org/page/961
http://www.arabcp.org/page/967

On 9" March, the Institut du Monde Arabe in Paris
opened a new exhibition entitled For a Museum in
Palestine. The exhibition is intended to act as a
step towards establishing a national Palestinian
museum in Jerusalem, a dream for Palestinian
artists which has spanned several decades.

The Association d'art moderne et contemporain en
Palestine, headed by Elias Sanbar (Palestinian
Ambassador to UNESCO), has worked to amass a
collection of as many artworks as possible in
coordination with Ernest Pignon-Ernest, a French
artist who was friends with poet Mahmoud
Darwish, who is credited as instigating the
movement for the foundation of the Palestinian
Museum. The exhibition comprised over 130
works, all of which will become the property of the
Palestinian Museum, which is set to open in East
Jerusalem once it receives support from

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas.

2018 Gujle /19 as"cpdands Jal (e i (2 y0s s
e Bshd papmdl) J<hs (el allall agaa B Gl B
35h s pyliiels el (b gl ppdali Caatia Gunls 33k
ol Gl e N Cpuidacddll lial)

leudy () Cplandi (3 pealaally Cunall Gl dimes clSy
et Aleas @y 3 sSuigll ) cplandi i ¢ e (bl
ol gpb e ey Al JleV) e (Sae 2 LS
B8 Calia (g s dsane pelil) G Cud)) (e (ool
cciaial) oL

G s Join Lt See 130 o ST peddl et
Al el 8 anals) o of el e g Caatiall AL
N VW 5 L B e
il




Sudan: Seventh Coordination Meeting for
Provincial Ministers of Culture; Dongola

Inaugurated as City of Culture
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The Seventh Coordination Meeting for Provincial
Ministers of Culture took place in Dongola on 11"
and 12" March 2018 under the slogan “Towards
Sustainable Cultural Development.”

The meeting was held in conjunction with activities
related to Dongola: City of Culture, arranged by
the Ministry of Culture. The meeting included an
assessment on the implementation of
recommendations issued at the Sixth Coordination
Meeting which was held in 2017, a discussion of
the Ministry of Culture's plan for 2018, and the
Ministry’s strategy until the end of 2020. The
programme also included the presentation of
papers on the following topics: cultural capitals,
intangible cultural heritage, promoting cultural
values, the Seventh National Festival, copyright
and related rights, defining creativity, the terms of
reference of the National Library, the vision of the

Cultural Action Support Fund, and the first National
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Children’s Culture Festival.
The meeting concluded with the following
recommendations and decisions.. To read more,

please click here.

Jordan: Eviction notice of Albalad Theater

Al Balad Theatre published a statement on March

27th, 2018 on its Facebook page to announce it
would be complying with a court decision, filed by
the current owner of its building and ruled in his
favour, to evict its premises. This followed the
owner’ s refusal to renew the theatre’ s contract,
which expired at the end of 2017, despite all
efforts to combat this decision.

‘The case of Al Balad theatre may not be the only
victim of commercial appropriation of artistic and
cultural spaces,” read the statement, “but it is
up to us to make sure it is the last. We need to
work together to protect artistic and cultural
community initiatives from all those who aim to
destroy their success whether motivated by greed
or lack of political will to protect community
initiatives or reactionary ideologies.”

It added, “It is worth noting that the eviction of Al
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Balad theatre from the building that it has invested
a lot in over the span of 16 years is not simply
about a lease that ended and the right of the
owner to evict the tenant as per the new Jordanian
law of 2013, but rather

a symptom of the battle waged against

Landlords and Tenants’

independent community initiatives that have been
working over the years to reclaim the artistic and
cultural scene in the city for its people without any
personal or material gain.”

To read the statement in full, in both English and

Arabic, click here.

Research and Reports
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Re|Shaping Cultural Policies — 2005
Convention Global Report — 2™ Edition
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The second edition of the UNESCO Global Report

monitoring the implementation of the 2005
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the
Diversity of Cultural Expressions, entitled
“Re|Shaping Cultural Policies: Advancing creativity
for development”, was launched in Senegal
UNESCO office in March 2018.

The report is now available in French and English
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and is available for download by clicking here.
This 2018 Global Report, funded with the support
of the Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency (Sida), analyses progress
achieved in the implementation of the 2005
Convention since the first Global Report was
published in 2015.

It presents evidence on the implementation of the
Convention and its goals in ten areas. The report
looks at emerging policy areas such as the digital
environment, public service media, preferential
treatment, gender, and artistic freedom. Combined,
the two editions of the Global Report have paved
the way in producing valuable new evidence to
inform the drafting of cultural policy and advance

creativity for development.
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Research and Reports
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Art Under Fire. By Basma Al-Husseini
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The ARCP website was launched as part of the "Cultural Policy” programme led by the organisation Culture Resource (Al Mawred Al Thagafy)
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